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FINAL WORD, READY,
FLASHED BY FLEET

Sixteen Powerful Armor*
clads Prepared for

the Crtiise.

WELL GROOMED
FOR LONG VOYAGE

Only (thangc of Color of Paint
Would Bc Necessary, Even if
About to Entcr Battle.
Well Stockcd in Every
Way.Officcrs Are
Anxious to Leave.

OLD rOINT COMFOUT, VA,, Dccem-
bar 12..Flnal word of "ready" was

flashcd from every vpsaol ln tlie battle¬
ship fleet to-day. In its last anulysls
tlils slgnal mennt thal thc sixteen most
powerful armorclnda of tlio Amerlcan
navy were rendy not only - to .atort
next Mondny mornlng nn thelr pro-
Jected cruise to the Western seaa, but
arn Just as ready to go anywhero In
the twin hemlapheres of thc world nnd
do any work.

It mcant that hulls nro sweet nnd
elean; that glnnt compound englneB
are recllesa to bo nt tholr task; that
oflicers and men nre tralned to the
hour: that bunkcrs nre ovcrfiowlng
wlth tbe best steam coal the mlnes of
tht- country* can producc: thnt larders
nre ehoked wlth shlps' provlulons, and
tliat mngazine doors are closed upon
ihe greatest stores of arnmunitlon ever
placed on board American vessels of
war.

Have Ilei-n Well firnomeil.
Tho care wlth whlch the sixteen

"lilps have heen groomed for thelr
forthcomlng voyage nnd the complete-
nosjt wlth whlch they have heen storeil
wlth all the neceasltles of n battle-
Hhlp'ajusefulness In ponce or war loavo
no doubt of the moblilty aml self-re-
l|anco of the greut armed forco. Even
llic offlcerH theniselves nre just a little
blt surprlaed at llic amount of work
that haa been ncronipllshed and the
<Hilet eonfldence that haa mnrked every
h'tep of preparatlon.

If the shlps were dcstlned for Im-
medlate confllct little more could be
done to make them ready for the fray.
The distinctive whlte and buff paint
which has brought an much admlration
to thc Amerlcan shlps when pltted on
jinradc against the g-lmy-hulled navlet
of other natlons. would. of course,
havo to giv-t way ln favor of the aafet
tone of icaden gray, but that. ls a
matter of only a foW'Tidhrs'' work.
Oray paint ls always carrled by the
Amorican shlps,- nnd many of thc ofli¬
cers believe It would not be a bai
Idea to use this color on such a long
and hard practlce cruise ns that upon
whlch they are- about to set out.

Anxious to f'ct.Aimj-.
Now that all ls ready. offlcers ani

men allke are anxious to get away.
The tour Is to be anything but a

Junket, and lt means long houra an-1
hard work for everybody ln the fleet.
There Is an entlre absence of cnthu-
-.lasin, but a manlfost atmospliere oi
serlous devotlon to duty surroundln'*
the departure of the fleet. The ordere
and tho publlshed Itlnerary offer little
prospect of entortalnment or amuse-
nient en route.
Bea duty. drills nnd targ*%i practlce

are thc outstandlng fcatnires of the
trlp through the Magellan ytrnltji to
the unnd dutios nnd Indian huts oi
Magdulena Bay.
Oue of the polnts of complete vc-ndl-

ness markirg the present status of tho
fleet is to be lound In the ehart housea
of tho navlgating offlcers.
When the fleet wns flrst ordered to

pfeparo for the Paclflc voyagc the
navlgators of each ship were supplled
wlth specially prepared charts leading
down the South Atlantic coast, through
the treacherous waters of Magellan
nnd along thc Pacific coast to San
Franclsco. Several weeks ago these
charts were hupplementod by others,
.sliowing the way to Manlla. Then
more recently have come lately revlsed
charts capabje of gulding the fleet
ull tho way to Glbraltar. The furnlah-
lng of these charts has glven rise to

gosslp that the fleet is destlncd event-
¦ually to clrcle the globe, and that thcrc
may be sometliing more beyond Mag¬
dalena Bay than San Franclsco.

Have the Very Bent.
Tha ordnance offlcers attached to the

slxteen shlps have probably accom-
pllshed the most dlfflcult dutles in pro-
pnrlng for thn cruise.
They have had to seo to the atorage

of nioro than 2,000,000 pounds of am-

nuinltion. ln the earofully protected
iiiagugincs .und to tlie Instnllatlon of
tlie new und seeret tire control system.
The ma'gazIneK recently were emptled
of ull old powdor aml shell to make
robin for -a supply'f'reah from the naval
arsenals.
Armor-plerclng projcctlles fllled wlth

oxploslve "D," said to be thn most
powerful and effeetlvo of all the seeret
formulas ln the possesslon of the
navy's experts, have been placed
aboard tlie shlps, nnd the vast suppllet
of stnokeless powder charge*, have been
stowed away under Uie double protec-
tion of sllken.bags and coppor-Uned
cyllndVlcal tanks. Extra gears for thc
blg guns have also been taken aboard
bfiyeral of the shlps. Ono of the great¬
est probiems whloh confronted tbe ord-
uatico o.vperts had to do wlth tho
stqruge.of tho heavy chargc-s of gun*
cotton taken ujong to load the score
of ftarbor mlnes whlch each battleshlr
-earrles.- The -solutlon has been found
ln tho dlstrlbutlovi of Uie deadly -»x«
plos|ve ln sinajl portlona throughout
the offlcers' 'luarters.

Ljttle wooden boxes, elghteen inches
long and six tnehes tn depth and
breadth, contajnlng several bottles ol
gun-co^ton, haa been placed about flvi
feet apayt ln the wordrbom and st'eor.
age d|nltig-rooms. anfj ovep the offl-
oer'a,' staterooms have been invaded.
The effort has boen to keep the doll-

cate exploslvcs as far as poaalble froir
the wagazlnos and from the shouk" ol
tlie blg guns. At tho sanio tlvne.lt ls
boUoved that the systom ^of distrlbu-
tlon uUopted Is such that should on<
iioitlon of the gun-eotton nccldentatlj
exniode,' |t would not set off tho gen-
ernl supply*.

Virv Control KyHtciu,
.Tlie llre control whleh hns beon ln-

italled on tho shlps is n. vlsuul atu
iinilblo system of- dli-uotlng the flri

tCunOaucd oii geupiia I'ago,^ ..

HIS CHECK WAS CASHED
Dank Tlrplylng .tn liiiiiilry Snyii Drawer

In Nol Known Tli.ere. ,

(Kneelnl to The TlnKn-Dlspnlch.)
WAKICFIKLD, VA., December 12,.A

middle-aged man, glvlng hls name hm
Krank P. Barnolt, clalmlng to repre¬
sent. a newly-organltcd hotel companyand owner of an Immense orange or¬
chard In Florlda, stoppert over hero
yesterday to buy wnrdrobes of the
Waketleld Mantifacttiting Company for
the now hotel mcntloned. Ile exhlb-
lied btils and recelpts fnr a large
lot of furniture bought of one of thc
factorles of Hlgh Point, N. C.. and
had wlth hlm a cutalogue of the Wako*
fleld Maniifacturlng Company, whicli
was given hlm. he stated, |n Hlgh
Point. He bought thlrty-slx ward¬
robes from the factory here, and gave
as payment for them a aheck for
about $300 on n bank In Florlda, wlth
Instructlons for tho shlpment to be
mnde at once.
Before leavlng the factory ofllce. hc

mado Inquirles concernlrg tjtc schedule
of lhe trains, ahd told the superin¬
tendent that hls travnllng money was
low. and a*ir*.d If he could get a check
ctHfied for $50. The superintendent,
not suspectlng, carrled hlm into an
PstabllBhment, Introduced hlm to the
eaKhler. and reqiiostcd that hls check
be cashed. and Indorsed It for th"
stranger. A few mlnutes after he
came In posseRslou of the cash lie left
on the: Cannonball for Norfolk. Slmtil-
taneotiBiy, tho superintendent became
susplclous and wlred the bank in Flor¬
lda on whlch the check was drawn
If It was good, reeelvlng the replv that
they knew hlm not.

WILL 0AM BLACK WARRIOR'
.Moirim.nl FrmiKhl Wlth Grcnl Inter¬

est to tlie Iron liitlwMry.
WAcUllNGTON. D. C, Decomber 12,.

Of far reachlng Importance to Indus-
trla! workers In the South aud ln thc
Pennsylvanla mlning and Iron-making
fields, was the. aetion of thc War De¬
partment to-da>'4 ln nwarding a con¬
tract for the constructlon of two large
dams In the Black Warrlor P.lver,
Alabamn, to the Plttsburg Corporation.
kiiown as the Drave Contracting Com¬
pnny. at thelr bld of $700,000.

Tjils corporation already has done
much river aml harbor work for the
government, but H Is now, wlth thc
knowledge or the War Department,
about to engage ln an experiment of
great Interett and Importance to tlie
South in uudertaking to carry out thls
last large project bv ihe hho of white
labor exfcluslyely. The basis for thls
declslon js the fact that the contrac-
tor's believe they can at the present
tlme eanlly secure thu necessary amount
ot hlgh-grade -white labor In Pennsyl¬
vania and ndjacent tnanufacturing
States ns a-result of the exlsting ln-
dtistrlal depresslon. The object of tiio
.latiiH is to open a slnek water navlga-
llon. the Black Wurrlor Illver glvlnjf
access to the great coal fledds that aro
expected to supj.Iy the large quuntlty
of fuel required for the shlpplng that
wlll frequent the Pnnaina Canal.

»

EXPLOSION IN QUARRY
Two \f*eroi*« I'l-rbnpn i-'ntnlly nnd nn

Kullnn sliichtlr Injured.
ISpecial to Thc'rinief-DI**patcb.l

ARVON1A. VA.. December 12..A
heavy explosion of dyuamlto occurred
in the quarry ot the Virginia Slate

j Company at y o'clock thls morning, as
a result of whlch two young colored
ineii sfc-c- lylng at tht-point-of deat£,'

j attended by all the physlclans In tne

j town, and an Italian is badly shocked.
A number of workmeri were. thaw-

Ing out fiticks of frOien dyhamite ln
tlie quarry plt, when one of- the stlcks
caught flre. The men ran away from
the place, but at length two or three
of them started back to the place. and
were about twenty or thlrty feet away
when the exploBlon of flfty stlcks of
dynamltc occurred. Morton Eldrldge
and Junlus Oregory, young colored
men. were hurled backwards into the
air twenty feet or more. An Italian,
called" "3dlko" ln thc quarries, had hls
coat tom off and hls head- somewhat
Injured.

MAINTAIN PRESENT RATE
Sinitlierii Itenelii-M nn Agrrrmrni Wllh

Governor Coincr.
MONTGQMKRY. ALA., December 12.

.A.t a' meeting held In the offlce of
Governor Comer to-day, an agreement
was reached on tlie part of the South¬
ern Rallway to keop la force the 2 1-2
cent passenger rate untll the rate
questlon is settlod in other States in
whicli the road operates.

lt was 'agreed somo time ago that
thls roa<i would keep in Alabama as
low a rate as It malntalned in any
other State. Whlle no agreed rate is
on ln any other State lower than 2 3-4
cents, which Alabama now nllows,
cases are pending, and It was thought
best to leave the rate at 2 1-2 cents for
a time.

TOR TRAINING STATI0N
State ConimlsNloncra Want Kxpositlon

Property offered lo Government.
NORFODK, VA.. December 12..A

commlttee of States' commlssloners
composed of Colonel.John P. Glvins,.ol
Ohio; Mr. Walbrldge, of Miohlgan; Mr
Rddy and Mr. Curtis. of Connecticut
Mr. Pogiie, of Xorth Carolina. 'wlll to-
morrow call on Dlrector-General A. H
Martln, and one of the receivers of th*
Kxpositlon' Company,. relatlvo to the
salo of the Kxpositlon Grounds anc
buiidlngs to tho Unlted States gov*
ernment to be used as a tralnlng i»ta*
tlon. Tbey-want ovevtnres mnde to thc
g'ovornme'nt;
At an informal meeting lield to-da!i

at the Falrfux Hotel.*It wns decided tt
call a meetlng ,of State commisslouen
ln Washington thc second week iu Jan-
uary. "-

__

MRS. LONGW0RTH D0ING WELL
Fresldent'N DnuK-'ter I'ndora-oe,, Suc*

eeMsful 0|ierutlou for AupeudlcltlM.
WASHINGTON, D. C, December 12.-

Mrs. Longworth. wlfe of Representu
tive Nlcholas Longworth. anddauglv
ter ot President Roosevelt. was ope
rated upon for appendicitis shortlj
after to "o'clock to-day.
The ciperatlon was. vu rformod at tlu

White Houso. by Ur. Kinney, of John*
Hopklns Hospital, Balttui re. assl-ut
bv Dr. Sophle N'ordesoff-Jung, am
Surgfon-Goiieral Rlxey. of tho navy
PresitloiHlRooueveU left hls offl* ei

erowded wlth cuilers to remaln near, ht*
daughter during the ordeal. Repre*1*.!
tatlve Longworth also was In aio%,
call. a8 were Uie piemborsiot tln
Roosevelt famlly. . . ,

The operatlon was succossfm ti
every respect. accordlng to the physl
olans. :_

VICTIMS NUMBER 320
A Few More Boillea ln Monoug.-ih Mlu

Wlll Mlghtly invreuae II.
MONONG AH.. W. VA., December 12.-

Seiiroh in' mlnes 0 and 8 of the.Fulr
mont Coal Compnny for vlctima of las
Frlday's explosion wus .siispended ear
)y> to-nlslH, Hurtly because flro ha>
broken out agaln In Mine No. S, atn
partly because pri\et|en|ly overy. set;
tlon of tlui two nvlium Iiiwj been ex
plorod, and U was not liolioved tlm
further searohlng ulong tho aanio Uno
tvould roKuit Iu the iindlne of mor
bodlHB, "Threo hundrod and twoiu;
bodl-as have beon ramoved.. Of thos
71 woro Amerleaiis,' 11 negroes, 1*1
Itallans, 51 Sluvs,' illPolos, ,3 areoU
und 'i liunsu.rlan.ii,' **.*. <

PUBIIC MUST TAKE |
ITS 01 MEDICINE

No Redress When Com-
plaining of Telephone
Service, Says Pelers.

GAVE FRANCHISE;
NOVV^STAND IT

Council Votes to Assume Judg
ment Against Taliafcrro.Ordi-

nancc to Publish Milk
Scores Sent Back.Af¬

ter Tardy Com-
mittces. '

In oppoaln.^ a resolutlon to appro-
prlute the sum of $99 to Invcstlgate
the servlc? provided by the Southern
Bell Telephone and Telegrnph Coin-
paiiy, Presldent Peters, at the meetlng
of the Common Councll last nlght, left!
tlie chair to condemn a former Councll)
for grantlng to a corporatlon an o*\-

cluslve, franchlse, under whlch lt has
"run roughshop" over the peo»»*o of
ltlcninond.

"I am opposed," ho declared, "to
spending one dollar to flnd out If wo
are getting the proper servlce, when
every subacrlber knows that ho is not.
The city should not have granted any
such franchlsc. Our hands are tled, and
we must tako what we can get. The
people gave the 'company excluslvo
rlghta here, and tho people must take
thelr medlclne." *

Time to Cnll Jlnlt.
Contlnulng, Presldent Peters re-

mlnded hls colleaguea that he had
fought the frniichlse ond that hc had
been conslstent, nnd Incldentally ro*.
marked that lt was time to call a hnlt
in tlio expendltiire of publlc funds.
Councllman Lynch wantf-d thc Com-

mlttee on Eiectrlclty, whlch is to con-
duct the investlgation. to have a

stenographer. "If we can give rellef
to tlie publlc for that amount we should
do lt." he said. "The Bell Company is
not complylng wlth a franchlse, whlch
should never have been granted,-nnd
the servlco here would not be toler-
ated in n fourth-rnto clty."
Tbe resolutlon to investlgatc was

passed, nnd the commlttee hnving the
matter in charge will cai! wltnesses,
inciutllng Alderman Bennett, who
threw the lirst atone.

Some Vaudcvllle Fenturctt.
TUe meetlng last night, thc thlrj

held this month, was long and tedlou*.
wlth long drawn out debatc over ques-
tlons which were aettled later by al-
moet a solid vote. At times there was

a dasb of vaudeville, »j> -much of it, in
fact, that a tneraber suggeated thnt
thc lower branch mlght be ruled In
contempt by Juatlce Crutchfleld for
trying to Fteal hls recbrg"'.. Presldent
Peters had no trouble wlth the nolae-
producers, and he ehecked tho rag-
tlme eftorts which were really the re-

froshlng spots of thb nlght. Before
proceedlng with the c'alc-ndar the presl¬
dent read the xules, whjch requlre that
all commlttees shall report on every
ordlnanee or resolutlon at the next

meeting or aak for Indulgence. Thla
rule. however, has been a dead letter,
though lt was tho cause of a recent
attack on the Flnance Commlttee far
Its delay ln returnlng Important legls¬
latlon.

Sho.h Need of n Bonrd.

On two occasions during the evenlng
the acTvocatcs of the Board of Muniei-
pai Control proposltlon found nrgn-
ment in support of thnt government
plan. Tlie request from the Bonrd of
Health to place a banner at Broad and
Seventh Streets to advertlse the tuber¬
culosls exhibit had to be presented ln
the shape of a resolutlon. to bo passed
by both branches of Councll. Tho petl¬
tlon from a pawnbroker to place three
gllded bajls on an idle lamp-post in
front of hls shop was dlscussed for
twenty-twb minutes by the watch. and
then referred to the Commlttee on

Llght. the lamp-post custodlan. The
matter came fron#the Commlttee on

Streets. and It'.tho comniittees und the
two brancnes of Councll indorse lt the
pawnbroker wlll secure his advertis¬
lng slgn by speciul ordlnanee.

Flght Over n Judgntent.
The recommendatloii from the Fi-,

nance Commlttee that the clty return
to Assistant' Clty Englneer Tallaferro
$810, that belng the amount of a judg-
ment against. hlm ln the Law -and
Equlty Court, was approved by a vote
of'2-J to 1, but only after a thirty-flve-
minute discussion.. The clty. Colonel
Cutshaw and Mr. Tallaferro were stied
for maklng a blundor ln a streot grade.
The jury put it up to Mr. Tallaferro.
The Supremo Court sustained the lower
court, and Councll wns asked to mnke
good. Mr. DaVId Meade Whito was the
slngle member who opposed this. Mr.
¦\Vhite nnd Mr. Cary urgued the case
at great length', assisted by' Mr. Don
Leavy- und soiue others. Mr. Cannon
cut ln toward the close wlth; the state¬
ment that lf Uie city refused to relni-
burse Mi*. Tallaferro for an honest. mls-
take, ll should likewlse hold every ortl-
clal responslble where tlio clty lstlio
loser. At tlio coneluslon of the argu-
ment tho caao wenl to the couneilinanle
jury, and Mr. Tnllaferro recelved good
news for Chrlt>tmu«.

Two- HcnltU l'rniKiHitioiis.
Two matter3 in which tlie Bonrd ot

Health was actlve ndded greatly tc
thc length of tlie 'sesslon. The recom.
inendation of the Street Coiiuulttee thut
T. M. Wortham bo permitted to mako
n slngle- sewc-r connectlon on South
Laurel Street was opposed by Chief
Health Ofllcer Lavy. Tlio effeot, no
said, would nulllfy the present ordln¬
anee. Finally the question was recoin*
mltted.
The ordiparjeo orlsjlnatlpg .'In the

Board of Hoaltb. provldlng thut "all
mllk score'a bo publlshed, eapie fropi
tho CommiUoe op Qrfllnar.ee, Chartov
and Keform wlth a fuvornblo report.
Mr. Umlauf's request that lt be aoht
back started a ret'hot flght, Mr. Lynch
contendlng that thls mcant. Us daatp
oy mdeflnlte dolay, nnd tho poaalblo
death: of people; a statejno'nt..whlch.
brought a sniile frpm the rallk d'elega-
tton on thc Councll Chiuuber bleaoh-
er8.,'Mr. UnilauC road rcsoltiilgns 'adopt¬
ed by the Dairymen'is Association ..ask¬
lng thut they ho lienrcVby tho eom-
mittoe. V
At thla polnt Mr. Gftrbor proueodad to

say that with- tlie "Ihereusert coat of
fnodstulf he wns surprinqd that thu
price of-mllk hnd not boen lulvancocl to
.10 cents a gallpn a yoar ago, mul thnt
there -'mlght be.: tt. f urther lrtcfenae; ln

(.Continued. P» WovontU Page,)

GERVAS STORRS DEAD
Wldrly Kbowo Veterou PaMrW Away

After Brlaf IIInesn.
After a.brlef lllness, Mr. Gervas

Storrs, wldely. known In Confederate
and charltftble clrcle*. died at 2 o'clock
thls morning at hls residence, No. 1025
West Oraco Street, In the seventy-flrst
year of hls age.
Mr. fitorrs was tho son of the 1ate

Algerpon S. and Rebecca Storrs, of
Rlchmond. He Is survlved by hls
wldow, who was Misa Vlrglnia K.
Davls, of Georgetown, D. C,, and by
three children.Mlss Rebecca Storrs,
Mr. Wllliams R. Storrs, connected wlth
thc flrm of John D. Wllliams &. Sons,
of thls clty, ahd Mr. Gervas Storrs, Jr.,
of Baltlmore.
Servlng throughout the war ln thc

Fourth Vlrglnia Cavalry, ln whlch he
rendered consplcuous service, Mr.
Storrs had a most honorablc Confed¬
erate rccord. 1-1.6" had been for many
years closely connected wlth R. E. Lee
Camp, Confederate Veterans, of whlch
he was a past commander.
Tn recent years he had given much

itme and attention to the organlzatlon
of Lee Camp. Sons of Veterans, per-
sonallv sectiring many of the present
members of that body and regulurly
attendlng thelr meetings as well as
the meetlng of *Loe Camp. Mr. Storrs
wa.s one ot tho founders of tho Old
Market MIssIon, under the supervlslon
of the Rev. Mosns D. rtoge, D. D.. nome
years ago, and llved' to see the growth
of that work Into the Hoge Memorial
Presbyterlan Church. in whlch he was
an elder and a most activo and viilu-
able workor.

In former years, Mr. Storrs was a

prominent merchant of Kichmond.
Later, he engaged ln tho teomlng bus¬
iness, taklng hauling contracts on a

large scale. For some years past he
had been the Rlchmond agent tor a
number of coal mine pfupertles.
The funeral arratjgements havo not

been announced.

PRISON FOR REVENUE MEN
Two Former Governtuent OIHcerh nnd

n Dlntlller Sentencetl nt Danvllle.
DANVILLE, VA., December 12..At

the sesslon of the Unlted States court,
whlch adjourned to-day. Judge Henry
C. McDowell passed sentence on two
former government offlcers convlcted
for colluslon to defraud the govern¬
ment out of revenue tax on splrlts
made at bonded dlstlllerles. and on one
bonded dlstllltr. .W. B. Ramsey, for¬
mer atorekecper and guuger at tho
dlstlllery of S. D.,Shcldon, thls county,
was sentence'd to' a year and one dny
in the Federal penltentiary at Atlantc
and flned $1,000. Ramsey took an ap¬
peal, and gave $5,000 hond. The charges
against Shelden for fraud result'ed ln
a hung jury.

C. J. George. former storekeeper and
gauger at the dlstlllery of R. XV. Toler,
at Franklln Junction. was sentenced
to a year and one day In prison and
flned $1,000.

.1. II. Lawr.ence, owner of a large
dlstlllery In Henry county, was sen¬
tenced to a year and one day In prison
and fined $200.

Ed. Miller. a, negro wltness In the
suit of J* -C. Chandler^ against Collec¬
tor '-oi Revehuc Sumtriers," pleadet
gullty to-day to the charge of pcr-
Jury and was sentenced to three
months- In prison.
Tom Moon'shine, a negro. was sen¬

tenced to a year and one day ln prison
for remdving and concenllng un-

stamped splrlts.
The Jury ln the case of W. B. Sam-

uels, a Danvllle saloonkeeper, chargec'
wlth pcrjury. growlng out of allegec"
whlskey frauds, dlsngrecd,
The' Dry Fork distllling cases wll!

be tried here during the Iatter part oi
March at a special term.

CHILD IS ALSO MISSING
PoRHihlc There Mny be Kix Vicliun

Fi-oiu Wreckcd ilivrlllng.
(Special to Thc Times-Dispatch.]

BRLSTOL. TISNN:. beceihber 12.'-
News from the scene of thc dynamit'
explosion, which tvrecked the home o

Benjamln Shipley. In the west ond o
Sulllvan county, Tenn., yesterday an.
kllled several persons, is to the ottn:
tliat a chlld of Mrs. Nathan Barnej*
who was kllled, Is also misslng, wjill*
the Injured son of Mrs. Elijah Mood:
Is hovcring hetween llfe and dcatb
wlth apparently no hope for hls re
covery.
The bones and charred flesh wen

scaittered. about promlscuously ln th
ashes' of the burned. house untll 1
was dlffieuit, it ls sald. to identify an;
of the bodies of those who perlsheJ
The bones were gathered up for buriu
to-day, and separate graves will .*,*
inade.for the several victims in so fa
as it may be possible to Identify -.h*
bodies. Relatjves of those who me
death Journeyed to the scene" to-day
ahd all over the'county the cnsualt;
was belpg discussed as probably th
worst in the county's hlstory.
There is still no explanation for .rti

dynamite being in the Shipley honv.
except that Wlllle Duff brought 1
there not suspecttng thc danger.

HANOVER T0 FREDERICKSBURC
Coni|iany to fle Chnrtercd lo ituild ai

Electric I.lue.

[Special toThe Times-Dispatch.J
FREDERICKSBURG. VA.. Decembe

.12..A charter has boen prepared i'o
thu.Fredericksburg and Sonthern Rall
way to be presented to tho Stato Cor
poration Commlsslon. The charter au
thorlzes the company to construct an*
operato an electric road from sum

point in Hanover county"-to Frederlcks
burg and northwestwardly, and als
aulhorlzes the runnlng of an olectrl
rallway in tho clty of Fredorlckaburf;
subject. to tho consent of the Clt:
Council. The oflicers of tho compan
are W. C. Whltn'or. president: E. .1
Smith. vice-presldent: Alvln T- Em
hrey, secretary und treasurer, wlth th
followlng directors: Wm. C. Whltnei
E. J. Smith, C, W, Jones. A. P, Rowt
Jiupes T. Lowcry, A. W. Embrey, Al
v|i\ T. Knibroy. v

ATHENS' ROYAL WEDDING
Great Graiulnlece of \opolcoa Urld

,' of Greck Prluce,
ATHENS, December. 12.--.Wtth th

splendld and elaborate rlto of tli
Greek Church, the rellglous ceromon
tlnltlng in marrlage Prince George
recond sop of the Klng of Greece, an
Princess Marle Bonaparte waa per
formed at the cathedral here to-da-
iu the presencft of tlie Klng or Greeoi
a gatherlng of. Iitgli stato dlgnltarle
nnd the memfcerd of the (Hpluiuatl
corps. Tho elvll mari'luge eerenion
took place ln Fiuiu-e November a:
Tlm At'chhlsliop of Athens, usslsled h
Ilvo hlshops, oflioluted at lo-dny's eon
many, Gveiit efowda had gathore
aloug tho gally decorated alreots froi
the palaue tu tho eathodrul, nnd th
brlde was given a Joyoua oviiilon au
sliowere.d wHh llowors, .She drovo I
ti stato coaoh hehInd elght' liorstis, un
wns esc'iirUui by a d'^uebiuent of euv
alry,

LITTLE GIRL TELLS
Of MOTHER'S CRIME
Mary Sue Peebles Recites
HorribleDetailsof Kill-

ing of Her Father.

SHOT HIM DOWN;
THEN USED ROCKS

Would Not Let Her Go for a

Neighbor, but Made Her Cover
Up Blood Spots.Coroner

Tclls About-Wounds
and What Hc

Saw.

ffipeclal to The Tlmen-UlKpntcli.l
BEDFORD CITY. VA.. December" 1J.

.Thfe remarknble spectaclo of n young
glrl belng used as thc chlef wltness to
convlct her mother of the murder of
her father was wltnessed hero to-day,
when Mary Sue Peebles, elevcn years
old, pretty, Intelllgent and well poised,
was called to tho stand In the trlal of
Mrs. Edmonla M. Peebles, chnrgod wlth
kllllng her huaband.
The glrl not only gave a recltal of

tho horrltylng detalls. of tho slaytng
of her father by- her angry mother.
but had to draw a dlagram on a black-
board In court, showlng tho locntloii
of the liouae and kitchen and whero
she wns herself durlng the tragedy.
And the chlld stood the trying or-

denl well. Her answers were c.Ienr and
dlrect," Indlcatlng unusual intelllgence.
Her testlmony constltuted the senaa-
tional feature of the long day's ses¬
slon, durlng whlch a number of other
wltnesses were also examlned.
Tho faco of Mrs. Peebles was very

serlous when she was brought lnto
court early thls mornlng, and her eyes
showed slgns of weeplng. She hnd
wlth her n small phlnl of cnmphor,
whlch she used from time to time.

IVhnt ihe Coroner Found.
Dr. T. P. West. of this pluce, was

the flrst wltness called, He was Cor¬
oner at the InqueHt over the body of
D. C. Peebles. He testlflcd that he
wns called to act Heptember 2d at l
o'clock ih the yard of Mr. Peebles.
The dead man's lower jaw was shnt-
tered. part of his tongue was gone,
and ordinary articulate speech wan lm¬
posslble. Thls wound alone could hnve
caused death. Tlie shot came ohltqnely
across the face. sllghtly from behlnd.There are several other wounds on
tlie head, one of whlch would havo
caused certain death. The skul] wns
Iractured and a portlon driven lnto the
braln. The wound wa? about an Inch
wido and threo-Inches long. It went
lnto tho braln about two Inches. and
wa» made by sorne blunt Instrument,
presumably a heavy rock. There were
other wounds all over hls head. nud
his face was crushed. hls nose belng
mashed in. In hls oplnlon, Peebles di*>d
from a comblnatlon of these wounds.
but elther was sufflclent to have caused
death.

Illooi] on C.'nte Po*tM.
Dr. West descrlbed the publlc road

near the house, and the Peebles's pri¬
vate road that entered lt. At their junc-
tlon wore twa gate-posts, and blood
was spa.ttered on the base of each of
them. Tliere were stalna along tho wiiv
leading to the house, and an effort had
been made to covor up these. Tho
bloody slones had been thrown aslde,
but when .recovered were covered
Wltli blood and bloody hair. Tha
Peebles's' gate:i were ylslblc to ono
passlng the publlc road. Tliere was
evidence ,pf somotliing being drngged
to ihe house.
On cross-examlnation by Mr. Sale,

Dr. West stated that thc private road
entered the publlc road obllquely,
leavlng a small triangle of land be¬
yond the gate-posts hlghly elevated
between the two roads, both of which
wore depressed a few feet. ITe said
somo of tlie blood stalna were ap-
proxlmately as large aa one's hand,
and some may have been covered by
dragglng somethlng. hut some were
covered as by puttlng fresh dlrt over

them; some were unmolestod. He
stated that the flrst gunshot wounil
could hnve been received by a party
approachlng the gun If he turned hls
head to one slde ns it was belng flred,
and that it mlght have been posaible
for Peebles to llve. aftor thls wound
lf. he had been treated promptly. De-
scribing the body at tho house, he said
It was wrapped partly' wlth bagging
and a wlre was passed around tho body
under the arm. It was covered wlth an
old wagon cover. and thls had over tt
rocks, stlcks ar.d dlrU He said Peebles
wns a little over medlum sizo and
welghed posslbly 175' pounds.

Glrl Vnt On Stnud.
Marv Sue Peebles, tho oloven-year

dnughtor, wns called. Hor qtialtflca-
tlon as a wltness was earetttlly gono
into. She testlfled that the famlly
had moved from Amherst county threo
years ago. .Sho and hor father re¬

turned from Lynchburg on August
31st. She hnd been stnylng wlth Mrs.
lrvlng nnd Mrs. Fleet. They came in
a two-horso wngoh, nnd reached home
late ln the evenlng, and she nnd her
father unhitched nnd fed the horses.
When sho went to tho kitchen she
found hcr fnther trying shoes on thc
baby. Her father was ln good humor.
She cut off some bacon to cook. and
she wont after the cows. Ketumlng,
sho heard her father and mother "hol-
lering and fun-slng." Puttlng up thp
cows, sho went to tho house and saw
her father at the kitchen perch wash-
ing blood off hls heud. ller mother
came out of the kitchen nnd went Into
the house and returned wlth q gup,
whlch wns kept ot tho head of her bed
in a rack- Her futhor started' to the
house, aufl hor mother kept asklng.'
"Aro-you golng to lot nio alone?" He
said, "(3o away from fiere and'lot me
alope." She saw nothing ln ber
father's hand. Her father started off
to tho house, and her mother kept on
asklng, "When are you golng to le,t
mo alone?" He said. "I am not afrald
bf any of your hluff." At that sho
spot hlm tn tho face 'as he waa golng
10 the house. Ho fell, nnd she went
Up aud trled to shoot lilm wlth a pla.
tol she had ln her poeket. Tlils
wcapon wns brought lnto. court arid
Idenl llled. She siiupped It in hls fuce,
but It did not go off. Hor father ran,
tho mother afte> hlm, gun lu hand,
uml shol nt lilm ugaln. He kept run¬

nlng. Sho pioked up n rock and tlirew
11 at hlm,' Ollnton, her brother, Wus
nt homo. Uoth asked thelr mother to
lot tholr fnther alpno, Wltnoss wus

(Continued on Tnlrd l'ugt'.).

COAST LINE'S DIVIDEND
*Seinl-.\itiinn| Ilelurn of 8 Prr Cent. on

Common Stock Is Declared.
BALTIMORE. MD., December 12..-

At a meetlng of the board of directors
of the Atlantlc Coast Llne Rallroad
Company. held hero to-day. a seml-
annual dlvldnnd of 3 per cent. upon the
common stock was declared out of tho
surplus net earnlngs of the company,
payable on January 10th, but owing
to the contlnued oxlstence of extra¬
ordinary flnancial conditlons, and ln
order to, provlde for maklng flnal pay-
ments for extraordinary betterments
aud Improvemcnts nearlng completlon,
lt was provided that thls dlvldend shall
be pald wlth the 4 per cent. certiflcates
of lndebtedncss of the company, whlch
were some tlme ago purebased by tho
company from the holders thereor, and
whlch havo been slnce held aa Invest¬
ments In tho treasury of the company.

Full Information wlll he duly given
by clrcular letter to stockholders as to
the adjustnient of fractional certifl¬
cates for suniK less than $100. Tho
transfor hooks wlll close December
23d and reopen January 2. 1908.
The report of the Atlantlc Coast Llne,

whlch has Just been Issued, shows that
the gross earnlngs from operatlons for
the year ended June 30th last totolcd
$26,771,525. an Increase of ?1.903,0SO
over the previous year; the operatlng
expenses and taxes $20,-142.026, an In¬
crease of $3.549.827. and the net earn¬
lngs from operatlons $6,329,501, a de¬
crease of $1.6-16,717.

MR. DUNN DIES SUDDENLY
Wrll-Kninui llorncmnn Who Wns Soon

<o Marry Mr*. ITenileraon.
[Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.1

WINCHESTKR, VA., December 12.
A telegram received here to-day an-
nouncos the. nudden death In New Vork
Clty yesterday of Mr. Nlcholas Dunn,
ot Millwood, Clarke county. Mr. Dunn
was forty-three. years of nge and a
natlve of Rye, N". Y.
Mr. Dunn's doath, comlng In loss

than. a Week after the announeoment
of hls approachlng marrlage to Mrs.
Dorothy Henderson, of Millwood. whlch
was to take place Decembor 20th,
caused a great shock to hls frlends.
Mr. Dunn" was a promlneut horsoman
and Mrs. Hendcrson one of the leadlng
horsewomen ln Vlrglnia.

Died from .Sllght Injurlc*.
rSpcelnl to The T mes-Dlspatcli.J

NEW YORK. December 12..From
what he consldered a tririlng Injury.
received at the recent horso show,
Nlcholas Dunn, of Rye, N. Y., died or
Wednesday at tho homo of Ernest E
Lang, ln Bedford Avenue, Tarrytown,
whlle the woman he was to have mar¬
rled a week from to-day was on a
traln,. spccdlng to hls bedsldo.

Mrs. Dorn. II. Henderson, of Mlll*
bank, Va.. an nccompllshcd young wo¬
man. wns notified of Mr. Dunn's seri¬
ous condition while she was In Lees*
burg, Va. She took tho next trair
for New York. and arrlved at Tarry¬
town. about an hour after Mr. Dunn'i
death. Younger son of a wealthy faml¬
ly of Essox. England. Mr- Dunn canv
to this country about slxteen year.
ago, when he wa* twenty-four year;
old. nis. father had been notod as
horse.nan, "bavlng I.een master of th
hounds for tho berbyshlru Hunt, Th*
dead man llved for eOme tlme ln St
Paul, Mlnn.. and otbor Wefctern cltlet*

HANGS HIMSELF IN STABLE
William C. Abbott, Proiiilncni Dnnvlllt

Tobuccunldt, End* l.lfe.
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]

DANVILLE, VA., December 12..Wll
Uain C. Abbott. aged twenty-elgh
years. a promlnent tobacconlst, am
one of the managera for the Contlnen
tal Tobacco Company here, commlttoi
suicide late this afternoon by hang
Ing hlmself ln the loft of tho stablo
at hls home on thc suburbs of th*
clty. Ile had been In bad health fo
several years, whlch. couplod witl
llnancinl troubles, caused tho suicide.
Mr. Abbott had been confined to hl.

bed for the past two weeks, and hat
grown very dcspondent.-IIo dlseusse<
taklng hls life wlth frlends, and hl.
wifo liid his pistol from hlm. Thi
afternoon he got up and dressed, tell
ing his -wlfe that he was golng ou

for a walk. She became alarmed whV.'i
he dld not return after two hour;
and summoned hls brother, James Ab
bott, to hunt for hlm. He found hln
suspended from a rope ln tho loft o

the stables. The coroner decided tha
no Inciuest was necessary.
Mr. Abbott was a son of the late 'f

W. Abbott, who was for years em

ployed hore by the Amerlcan Tobaco
Company. Ho was hlghly esteemed a

a citizen and a member of the Grac
Memorial Methodist Church. Bcslde
hls wifo he leaves three small chl!
dren.

GAME PACKED IN FURS
Shlpper Arrestcd at Wythcville auc

Flned >SO and Coats.
TSpecIal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

WYTHEVILLE, VA., December 12..
Game Warden Ed. A. Crlggor capturee
a box of gamo contalnlng thlrty pheas*
ants and twenty-ono quall tn the dopo;
to-day, consigned to Davls & Davls
Baltlmoro. P. M. Atbert. thc shtpper
was arrested and tried: before Jiistloi
Gibboney, who imposed a flno of $5t
and costs, which was paid. The gnnu
was seeretod In a box of furs. Tln
warden being susplelous, opened th.
box nt the depot.

LITTLETON SILENCED. THAW
"I Cnn Always Flml You In," Hc Ex

plulned When Ile Was Lut*-**-.
NEW YORK. December 12.--Hn.rr:

K. Thaw, awalting trial for tho secom
tlme for the kllling*of Stanford White
ls a stlckler for punctuality. A fev
dny a ago hc asked his lawyer, Martli
W. Llttloton, to como and soo hlm a
II A. M., the next day. It was 11:3
when Llttloton arrlved.

"Mr. Llttleton" suid Thaw. appar
ently greatly excited. "I rec|uested tha
you call to see me at 11. It ls not

11:30. Why aro you half an hour late?
Mr. Llttleton eyed his cllent for

moment or two and then calmly re
plled:

"I knew I could always find yci
in."
Thaw made no reply.

G0ES INTO LIQUIDATI0N
Inieratate Flnance nnd Trust Compau

Closi'K Its Door«.
ROANOKE. VA.. December 12,.TH

InterstatQ Flnance and Trust Compan
ttunk, at.BIg Stone Gap. dld not opr
Us doors for business to-day, but ls
Htiad a notice to depoaltoi"*: that lt hu
gone Into voluntary llciuldatlon. A. I
Witt. cashler of the bunk, wus mud
nsslgnee, ,Tiio itulement of Iho bank on De
corn ber 3d ahowod tliat $160,000 wu
duo depositors aud loans und discouni
amounted to about tlie same.
The bank then had tibout $30,000 I

funds lu other banks. tmt was unabl
to securo cash, und the stock uf moi-e
oil hand was doplelod to about f.*1.0t>'
Tt ls tltouglit the Uepositors wlll b
vuld iu full

DENVER, JULY HH
The National Democratic
Committee Votes to Ac¬
cept $100,000 Fund.

IS REGARDED AS
BOOST FOR BRYAN

Feature of Committee Sessiott
Was Debate on Proposition of
Mr. Clayton to Decltnc

Money Not Actually
Needed for Conven¬

tion Expenses.
WASHINGTON. D. C, December 12.~-

"Denver. July 7th." The date and plac«
of the next Democratlc National Con¬
vention wns thus settlcd by the na¬
tional committeo at the Arllngtoii
Hotel Inte thla afternoon. It was
thought the committee mlght not ger,
down to thls buslness of the meetl*/*-
untll to-morrow.

"Not on your Ilfe," said Chalrman
Taggart when It was suggested that
the most Important buslncse of tho
meetlng, mlght not be transacted to-
day. "To-morrow ln Frlday, and the
13th. Wo don*t want to start tlils cam¬
paign under such a hoodoo as that."
He kept the commltteemen at work
untll everythlng was clearcd up to-
day.
Tho flght would have been won by

Loulsvllle had thnt clty brought money
or certlfled checks to Washington, in-
stead of pledges. Doubt of the ablllty
of the clty to supply hotel accomnii .
datlons also had Its effect.

IMsk lloost (or llryun.
"It is certain now thnt Nebraska tvHl

east elght electoral votes for Wllllam
J. Bryan," said Mayor "Jlm" Dahlman,
of Omahn, nt tho Arllngton when hu
henrd thc news. "The selectlon of Den-
ver also means that Bryan wlll carry
Colorado, Idaho, Nevadn and Montami
sure, and jjrobabty Callfornla also. A
clear nnd certnln gnln of tlilrty-two
votes for thc tlcket by tnklng the con¬
vention to Denver ls worth whllp. C'
do not believe the Democrnts of thln
country wlll havo cause to regret that'
they voted to hnve thelr convention
west of the Mlssisslppl."
After dcclding to hold the Demo¬

cratlc Nationnl Convention nt Denver.
Col.. nnd rtxlng the date of the meet¬
lng for July 7, 1908, the Democratic
National Commlttee late to-day en-

1! t»red upon a splrlted debate on th«»
¦'proprlety of acceptlng- moro of the
*¦-JIOO.OOO .offered.bj-. Denver .for tb<*
-! convention -han actually noeded to

pny the convention expenses In that
clty. The opposltion to tbo acceptanca
of the contrlbutlon took the form of a
resolutlon by Representative Clayton,
of AlaBama. decllnlng money not uc-

tually needed for convention purposes,
but after a long debate the resolutlon
was lald on tbe table by a vote of II
to H.
Mr. Clayton, P.eprcsentattvo John

Sharp Wllllams, of Mlsslsslppl, apd
Governor Hoke Smlth. of Georgla, aU
spoke |n favor of the passage of tho
reaolutlon. Mr. Smlth wns especlally
empnatlc In saylng that the »100,000
whlch had been. offered tb secure the
Republlcan convention and refused by
thc Ttepubllcnn National Commlttee
hnd been offered to and wns about
to be accepted by the Democratlc com¬
mlttee. Iie sild tho Republicans had
turned down the offer because It was

regarded ns iu tlio nature bf a brlbe."^
nnd thnt the Democrnts. In view of
that clrcumstnnco. could not afford to

nccept It.
Mr. Wllllams spoke ln almtlar veln.

ns did also Mr. Clayton.
TiUfgmt Wants the Fund.

Mr- Taggavt- ad-ocated the' accept-
ance bf the $10<-,000. saylng lt would
be needed now even worso than.mopoy
was neodod ln 1301, and that at that
time lt would have boen practically
Impos-lble to have opened headquar-
ters for Judge Parker lf they had hot
had the extra monoy secured from St.
Louis, where the convention was held.
Senator Stone, of Mlssourl, made a

long speech, in which ho favored tha
acceptonce cf'the money.

Mr. Clayton. declared that the ae-

coptanee of the money would be. tn
line wlth tho vory praetices In cam-
nnlgn eontributlons that had been con-
demned by the commlttee.
This view waa antagonlzed by Sena¬

tor Stone, who declared that the trans¬
actlon was open apd abovebbard,' and
thls was not to be compared wlth any
of the proposltions that had boen con-
demned. Many peopje, ho said, woiild
go to Denver, and the young a«4
growing clty was glad to make this
contrlbutlon for the adva-Uages it
would recelvo. Tho money, he said.
would be badly needed in stavtlng thc
campaign.

Jolmaou for tlie Money.
Mayor Tom L. Johnson. of Cleve¬

land. advocated the acceptanco of the
money offored by Donveiv He said
money for campaign purposes ls con- .

trlbuted by corporations with tjte view
of securlng advantages in leglslatlon
or otherwlse, whlle the contrlbutlon of
Denver could not be ascj-lbed to any
such purpose. Tlio pooplo of Denver.
he said, have a regu'ar organlaatlon
for tho purpose of attractlng conven-
tlons to the clty for buslness renapns,
and lt wns perfectly proper for th*
Democratlc. National Commlttee-to ac-

copt thelr offer.
Senator T|Uman epposed the acccpt-

anco of the money. "Let tho local
Democratic organiaaUon of, Colorado,"
he said, "have the money to flght thelr
next campaign. Guggenhelm ean ba
depapded upon to furnisl) money foi*
t.ho Republicans. Now give the Demo¬
crats of Colorado a ohance and lat them
use the money to return Senator T«jl-
ler." Mr. TUlrnan, however. voted
agalnat tha motlon to Uy the resolu¬
tlon on the table-
Mayor pahlpian, of Omaha. exprossod

the Idea that the money could be pro-
fltably emptoyed ln openlng ths cam¬
paign. and aatd >ie had no doubt that
Denver bad made Ita propojiUon lr\

" good falth.
j Charles F. Wilson, slttlng as a proxy
. for tho commlttee inemhor front
0 Colorado. assurcd tlio commlttee, thnt

Denver hnd 110 deslre to appear nn

"! itndulv Influenblng the comniittee. lh>
ylsnKl that thore I* n buslness mou"*i

i leaguo in Denver to aeouro oonventlona.
| nnd thnt the ..roposttion 10 tho Demo-

0 cratlc Nationnl Committeo hnd been
y mado as lt hud been to secure nmny
h other msttlngs. i.« s1-1*' '.>..* -h«-*.*->.»»..

Vvii* people would be di*ai'j>olnt«<i lf


